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Carter unveils diverse cabinet 


Mayor-elect keeps 4 city leaders in current posts, makes 6 new hires 


By Frederick Melo 


fmelo@pioneerpress.com 


A seasoned economist who has 
championed the cause of cultural- 
ly branded business districts such 
as Little Africa and Little Mekong 
will run St. Paul’s Department of 
Planning and Economic Develop- 
ment. 

A city employee who fought to 


expand the city’s “Right Track” 
student internship program will 
oversee its library system. And the 
founder of the civic coding event 
“Code Switch” and “Blacks in 
Technology - Twin Cities” will 
oversee the city’s Office of Tech- 
nology and Communications. 

St. Paul Mayor-elect Melvin Cart- 
er on Friday unveiled a racially 
mixed and gender-balanced cabi- 


net — the 10 department leaders 
who will oversee the bulk of the 
city’s nearly 3,000 full-time 
employees. Most will assume their 
new duties when the new mayor is 
sworn into office Tuesday. 

They include two African-Ameri- 
can women in information technol- 
ogy and human resources, a Lati- 
no in the Department of Safety and 
Inspections and an Indian immi- 


grant in Planning and Economic 
Development, as well as five 
female directors and a female 
interim director of Emergency 
Management. 

There are four familiar names in 
the mix: Kathy Lantry will return 
as Public Works director, Ricardo 
Cervantes as director of the 
Department of Safety and Inspec- 
tions, Todd Hurley as director of 
Financial Services and Mike Hahm 


CITY POSTS, 3A 


NYC apartment fire kills 12 


JULIO CORTEZ / ASSOCIATED PRESS 


A tear runs down the face of Kenyon George, whose girlfriend Shawntay Young died during an apartment building fire Thursday in the Bronx borough 
of New York. Young’s aunt and two young cousins also died. “Four at one time — what do | do?” said Ambrozia Stewart, the mother of Young’s aunt. 


Blaze was started by 3-year-old boy 
playing with stove in downstairs unit 


By Jennifer Peltz and David Jeans 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK — A preschooler 
toying with the burners on his 
mother’s stove accidentally 
sparked New York City’s deadliest 
fire in decades, an inferno that 
quickly overtook an apartment 
building and blocked the main 
escape route, the fire commission- 
er said Friday. 

A dozen people died, and four 
others were fighting for their lives 


a day after the flames broke out in 
the century-old building near the 
Bronx Zoo. 

The 3%-year-old-boy, his mother 
and another child were able to flee 
their first-floor apartment. But 
they left the apartment door open 
behind them, and it acted like a 
chimney that drew smoke and 
flames into a stairwell. From 
there, the fire spread throughout 
the five-story building, authorities 
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Police and workers inspect the building where 12 people died. New York 
City's deadliest residential fire in decades was accidentally lit by a boy 
playing with the burners on his mother's stove, officials said. 


On reservations, opioids pack an especially powerful punch 


Minnesota tribes work to address epidemic 
through culturally specific treatments 


By Grace Pastoor 
Forum News Service 


BEMIDJI, Minn. — When Ryan 
Neadeau Sr. started his journey 
toward sobriety, he found motiva- 
tion and comfort in his 


TwinCitiesecom 


cultural roots. 

“What pushed me to get clean 
was believing in our culture, 
believing that there is a solution to 
this epidemic, and to saving our 
people by the culture,” said 
Neadeau, a 26-year-old member of 


Let our movie reviews help you 
choose the next flick you see. 


Red Lake Nation. “The cure is the 
culture.” 

Neadeau, who is now 13 months 
sober, got clean through a Native- 
based treatment center in St. Paul. 
It was there that he met James 
Cross, a former drug dealer who 
founded the group Natives Against 
Heroin after he was released from 
jail in 2005. 

Through Cross, Neadeau became 
involved with the group and start- 
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ed reaching out to addicts in his 
own community. The Red Lake 
chapter of NAH held a Walk 
Against Substance Abuse in July 
— shortly after the band’s tribal 
council declared a state of emer- 
gency because of the large number 
of overdoses on the reservation. 
Minnesota’s Native American 
communities — from the Red Lake 
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JIL! a LEEI 
JEAN PIERI / PIONEER PRESS 
Valerie Castile expresses her anger 
after St. Anthony police officer 
Jeronimo Yanez was found not 
guilty in the shooting death of her 
son on June 16. 


In 2017: 


Abuse, 
outrage, 


resolve 


Our most-read 
stories reveal a very 
tumultuous year 


Pioneer Press 


The past year was many things, 
but boring was not one of them. 

National headlines have been 
dominated by the chaotic opening 
months of Donald Trump’s presi- 
dency, several tragic mass shoot- 
ings and natural disasters, and 
bombshell allegations of sexual 
misconduct. 

The news here at home has been 
no quieter. With 2017 drawing to a 
close, the Pioneer Press looked 
back through the local news items 
that dominated our readers’ atten- 
tion over the past 12 months. 

We compiled 15 of our staffs 
most-read stories of 2017. The top 
three stories are presented from 
four different subject areas. 
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Metro temps to be 
below zero, wind 
chills in double-digits 


By Deanna Weniger 
dweniger@pioneerpress.com 


Heading out to a New Year’s Eve 
party this weekend? Be sure to 
remember your thermal under- 
wear — and a bag of kitty litter. 

Frigid, “dangerous” tempera- 
tures are expected to continue 
into Monday, according to the 
National Weather Service, and 
spinouts and crashes are on the 
rise as treatments make little 
headway against the icy roads. 

Saturday will be sunny and cold 
with a high near minus-5 degrees. 
A northwest wind blowing up to 15 
mph will create wind chill factors 
that make the air feel like minus- 
31 degrees. Exposed skin at these 
temperatures becomes vulnerable 
to frostbite in 30 minutes, accord- 
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